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UWSM PRESENTS HOLIDAY WITH A HERO!
This holiday season, United Way Simcoe Muskoka will host
its inaugural Holiday with a Hero in Barrie for the residents of
Simcoe Muskoka.
We will be providing children impacted by poverty the chance
to give their family an unforgettable holiday and enjoy some
amazing activities at the same time.

Learn more:
UWSimcoeMuskoka.ca/holiday-with-a-hero

Shedding light on the opioid crisis
On September 25, UWSM helped shine a light on the impact of the opioid
epidemic in Muskoka by hosting a screening of Painkiller: Inside the Opioid Crisis.
The words that were echoed the most were “powerful,” “eye-opening,” and
“life-changing.”
Hosted at the Grandview Mark O’Meara Golf Club in Huntsville, the film screening
was an impactful event open to the public. The documentary, which highlights the real-life impact of opioids,
was accompanied by guest speakers including OPP Superintendent Brian McKillop and two mothers with lived
experience. Muskoka has experienced a disproportionate impact of fentanyl and opioids compared to the rest of
the province, which added more meaning for those in attendance.
The opioid crisis affects everyone, regardless of income or social status. It affects all of us.
To learn about the real life impact of opioids, read the blog by Mary Ferguson, aUWSM Board member and
volunteer, about Melissa Hurst, one of the mothers who lost her son to an opioid overdose and spoke at the
event.

Read Melissa and Luke’s story: UWSimcoeMuskoka.ca/rejecting-the-shame-of-addiction

A History of Poverty
Poverty is constantly changing, so the way that we deal with
it must change, too. But did you know that poverty today is
nothing like it was ten, twenty or fifty years ago?
While the issues we face today are much more entrenched
and complex, it is important - and interesting - to see how
poverty has changed over time.
Deborah Burrows, a UWSM Board member, volunteer and
donor explores the history of poverty in a special guest blog.

Read the blog:
UWSimcoeMuskoka.ca/history-of-poverty

LOCAL BUSINESSES, LOCAL LOVE
Locally owned businesses in Wasaga Beach participated
in an amazing new intiative this summer! See how these
incredible local businesses spread some local love.

UWSimcoeMuskoka.ca/local-love-wasaga

5 Ways Youth Can Make a Difference
In Simcoe Muskoka
Sometimes the greatest impact comes from those
who just went back to school!
People are more motivated than ever to give back
to their communities, and youth are no exception. In
fact, members of our youngest generation, Gen Z,
see community involvement and giving back as more
important than older generations do.
Sometimes it can be tough for youth and kids to get
involved. Your school might organize something or you

might hear of an opportunity by chance, but
sometimes you just have to make the opportunities
yourself. With all the growth and change in Simcoe
Muskoka, there’s always something that can be done.
Check out some of these ideas for youth to make a
difference right here at home.

Read the blog UWSimcoeMuskoka.ca/5-ways-youth-can-make-a-difference

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR GIVING TUESDAY!
After Black Friday, we all come together to give back to
those who need it most. Join us for a great Giving Tuesday on December 3!

Follow us on social for Giving Tuesday: @UWSimcoeMuskoka

DONOR PROFILE

When women stand together,
we build each other up.

Thank you for being a partner in
building stronger communities

The County of Simcoe hosted their annual Warden’s
Gala on October 3. This year, the speakeasy-themed
gala raised $55,000 for United Way Simcoe Muskoka.
The County of Simcoe has a long history of being
one of UWSM’s strongest supporters, whether it be
from employee giving, dragon boat races or special
events, the County knows the value of giving local.

Women United is a group of like-minded
philanthropists who come together to help build a
better Simcoe Muskoka for women and girls.
This year, this donor-directed funding is helping to
make three programs in Simcoe Muskoka possible:
- Getting Ahead in a Just Gettin’ By World
- Professional Women’s Group Mentoring
- Taking Charge of Our Lives
Each program helps the girls and women of Simcoe
Muskoka become empowered and break the cycle
of poverty.
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Learn more about how the County gives back:
UWSimcoeMuskoka.ca/county-of-simcoe

Learn More:
UWSimcoeMuskoka.ca/women-united

Our 60th anniversary
is here!

Proud history, exciting future – follow us on social!
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